SEARCH POLICY
1.01 
PURPOSE. This order provides guidelines for Officers of the       County Sheriffs Office regarding searches of individuals upon initial intake and individuals subsequently in the custody of the       County Sheriff’s Office.

1.02 
INTRODUCTION. It is the desire of the       County Sheriff’s Office to operate a safe and secure detention facility to ensure the welfare of inmates and staff . Searches of individuals in the custody of the Sheriff s Office are intended to reduce contraband and prevent weapons from entering the facility. Searches will not be conducted for punishment or harassment, but rather to detect and prevent introduction or trafficking of weapons and contraband inside the detention facility.

1.03 
COMPLIANCE.  This chapter corresponds to and complies with Chapter 265.2 of the Texas Commission on Jail Standards Minimum Jail Standards.

1.04 DEFINITIONS.  

Clothed Search (Pat or Frisk Search) - A thorough search of an individual’s outer clothing and person to detect any items that may be concealed. An Officer performing this search may use his hands to crush, or fold any article of clothing. Officers will check the collar area, sleeves, cuffs, and armpit areas of shirts. Officers will check the waistband, pockets, crotch, and leg areas of pants. Officers will also check the socks and shoes. A metal detecting device may also be used.  


Unclothed Search – A search where reasonable suspicion exists to justify the search.  Reasonable suspicion can be based upon the behavior of the individual and also upon the charges on which the arrest is based.  An unclothed search shall be conducted after the removal of clothing causing an individual to expose his or her body for inspection with or without underwear. The search includes a visual inspection of areas that cannot be thoroughly inspected using a clothed search. These areas include but are not limited to the breasts, genitals, buttocks, and anus.


Body Cavity Search - A body cavity search is a manual or instrument inspection of the anal or vaginal cavity. All body cavity searches will be performed by medical personnel under the authority of a valid search warrant demonstrating probable cause for the search.

1.05 PERSONNEL CONDUCTING SEARCHES.  

Clothed Search - An officer commissioned by the       County Sheriff’s Office or any other Peace Officer who has lawfully arrested an individual and brought them to the       County Jail may perform this search. An officer of the same gender will conduct this search except in an emergency.


Unclothed Search - Officers licensed and commissioned by the       County Sheriff’s Office should perform this search. Sheriff’s Office non-commissioned staff may conduct the search in an emergency. A person of the same gender will perform this search.


Body Cavity Search - Medical personnel upon issuance of a search warrant may perform a body cavity search.

1.06 SEARCH UPON INITIAL INTAKE.  

I. Upon entry into the Booking area, all arrestees will be asked to remove all property from their person; this includes but is not limited to the following:

a. All jewelry 

b. Belts 

c. Hat or Cap 

d. Any body piercing 

e. Wallets/Purses 

f. Loose items in the pockets of pants or shirts 

g. Tobacco products 

h. Jackets

II. Clothed Searches

a. All subjects brought to the       County Sheriff’s Office Jail shall have a clothed search of the outer clothing performed to detect any items that may be concealed. 

b. Any items found that are illegal for the individual to possess will be immediately given to the arresting officer for processing.

c. All other items found will be placed into the property bag of the individual.

III. An unclothed search may be conducted subject to Section 1.08 of this Chapter.

IV. The “Unclothed Search” form shall be completed on every arrestee stating whether or not an unclothed search was performed and documenting the reason for such a search. 

1.07 PROCESSING PRIOR TO HOUSING ASSIGNMENT.   

I. Officers shall perform a thorough pat search on individuals prior to allowing them to change into jail uniform. If, during the clothed search at processing, it is determined that the individual has item(s) of contraband, an unclothed search may be performed subject to Section 1.08.  

II. The following steps shall be followed when allowing individuals to shower and change from personal clothing to a County Jail Uniform.

a. At no time during this process should an Officer observe an individual while he or she is disrobed, unless it has been previously determined that an unclothed search may be performed.  

b. The individual will be instructed to take a shower and to change from his or her clothing into a County Jail Uniform.  

c. The individual will be instructed to place all of his or her personal clothing into a County property bag for storage.  

d. After the individual completes his or her shower and is dressed in a County Jail Uniform, the individual may exit the Processing room and give the property bag to the Booking Officers.  

e. Prior to taking the individual to his or her housing assignment another thorough pat search shall be performed.  

f. If, during this second clothed search, contraband is discovered an unclothed search may be performed.

1.08 CRITERIA FOR UNCLOTHED SEARCHES. Individuals that have been arrested, but not yet assigned and moved to housing in the facility, may be subject to an unclothed searched only if the officer conducting the search has a reasonable suspicion that the individual is concealing contraband, evidence, drugs or weapons.

I.
Reasonable suspicion can be based upon information available to the searching officer including, but not limited to:

a. The individual was arrested for a violent crime such as, but not limited to assault, burglary, robbery, or murder.  

b. The individual was arrested for a drug related offense.  

c. The individual’s criminal history shows previous arrests for violent crimes such, but not limited to assault, burglary, robbery, or murder.  

d. The individual’s criminal history shows previous arrests for drug offenses.  

e. A clothed search of an individual produces contraband or weapons.  

f. Refusal of the individual to participate in a clothed search. 

g. After performing a clothed search, an Officer has a reasonable suspicion that the individual is concealing contraband or weapons.  

h. If the arrestee has recently had contact with an inmate in our custody, and a suspicion of a conspiracy to introduce contraband exists.

i.
Any articulable facts that present reasonable suspicion.

II.
The written justification for an unclothed search must be maintained in the 
inmate file.

III.
All unclothed searches shall be conducted by corrections officer(s) of the same gender in a reasonable and dignified manner and place. 

1.09 SEARCH OF INMATES HOUSED IN       COUNTY JAIL FACILITIES.

I. Detention personnel will perform thorough periodic searches of individuals incarcerated in the       County Jail. Detention personnel may perform a clothed search of any individual in the custody of the Sheriff’s Office at anytime it is necessary.  

II. An unclothed search may be conducted under the following circumstances:

a. Any inmate taken from the secure facility is subject to an unclothed search upon return to either facility.

b. Any individual  is subject to an unclothed search as part of a housing reassignment.

c. Any individual on a court ordered work release program is subject to an unclothed search upon returning to the jail facility.

d. Any individual is subject to an unclothed search anytime an officer has reasonable suspicion there is a threat or possible contraband being concealed on the inmate’s person or hidden inside jail clothing. 

1.10
EFFECTIVE DATE.  This policy becomes effective      .
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