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GENERIC DRUGS:

Safe. Effective. Better Value.

Your generic drug is safe and effective.
The FDA has the results to prove it.

When it comes to any prescription medicine, most people ask themselves, “Is it 
safe? Will it work?” When it comes to a generic medicine, however, the first 
question people often ask themselves is, “How can it be as good as the brand 
name drug if it costs so much less?”

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ensures that your generic medicine is
safe and effective. All generic drugs are put through a rigorous, multi-step approval
process. From quality and performance to manufacturing and labeling, everything
must meet the FDA’s high standards. They make it tough to become a generic drug
in America, so it’s easy for you to rest assured.

Gary Buehler, Director of the FDA’s Office of Generic Drugs, understands this 
impression that generics are not as good as brand drugs. “Most people,” he says, 
“believe that if something costs more, it has to be better quality. In the case of
generic drugs, this is not true. The standards for quality are the same for brand
name and generic products.”

Why are generic drugs less expensive?
Creating a drug costs lots of money. Since generic drug makers do not develop a
drug from scratch, investing in the initial research, development and testing, the
costs to bring the drug to market are less. But they must show that their product
performs in the same way as the brand name drug. All generic drugs are approved
by the FDA. For you, that means generics contain the same active ingredients, have
the same potency and quality as their brand name equivalent, but are available at 
a much lower cost.*

Are generics as safe as brand name drugs?
Yes. The FDA says that all drugs must work well and be safe. Generic drugs use
the same active ingredients as brand name drugs and work the same way. Generic
medicines may look different in size or color, and their names are different (they
are referred to by their chemical names instead of brand names), but the FDA has
the same standards for quality and effectiveness as their branded counterparts. 
All generic drugs are put through a rigorous, multi-step review process that includes
a review of scientific data on the generic drug’s ingredients and performance.
The FDA also conducts periodic inspections of the manufacturing plant and
monitors drug quality – even after the generic drug has been approved.

Are generic drugs as effective as brand name drugs?
Yes. The FDA requires that generic drugs must be as high quality, strong, pure,
and stable as brand name medicines. Still, there are many misconceptions or myths
about generic drugs. Some of these are widely believed – by consumers as well as
many health professionals.



Myths and Facts about Generic Drugs

MMyytthh  ##11::  GGeenneerriiccss  aarree  nnoott  aass  ssaaffee  aass  bbrraanndd  nnaammee  ddrruuggss..
FFaacctt:: The FDA requires that ALL drugs be safe and effective. The fact is that generics
use the same active ingredients as their brand name counterparts. The FDA monitors
reports of adverse drug reactions and has found no difference in side effects
between generic and brand name drugs.

MMyytthh  ##22::  GGeenneerriiccss  aarree  nnoott  aass  ppootteenntt  aass  bbrraanndd  nnaammee  ddrruuggss..
FFaacctt:: Generic drugs must have the same quality, strength, purity, and stability as
their brand name counterparts. It must be shown that generics work the same in
the body and have the same risk-benefit profile.

MMyytthh  ##33::  GGeenneerriiccss  ttaakkee  lloonnggeerr  ttoo  aacctt  iinn  tthhee  bbooddyy..
FFaacctt:: The FDA requires that the generic drug must deliver the same amount of active
ingredients in the same amount of time as the original, brand name drug.

MMyytthh  ##44::  BBrraanndd  nnaammee  ddrruuggss  aarree  mmaaddee  iinn  mmooddeerrnn  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  ffaacciilliittiieess  aanndd
ggeenneerriiccss  aarree  oofftteenn  mmaaddee  iinn  ssuubb--ssttaannddaarrdd  ffaacciilliittiieess..
FFaacctt:: The FDA conducts about 3,500 inspections a year on all pharmaceutical
facilities, including generic manufacturers. Sub-standard facilities are not permitted
by the FDA.

What is the best source of information about generic drugs?
Contact your doctor, pharmacist or other healthcare professional for information on
generic drugs. If you still have questions about drug safety or effectiveness, the FDA
has set up a toll-free hotline at 1-888-463-6332. To learn more about generic drugs
online, you can also visit the FDA web site at: http://www.fda.gov/cder and click on
Consumer Education.

Good news for consumers
Many brand name drugs are about to lose patent protection, which means more
generics are coming into the marketplace. According to the Congressional Budget
Office, Americans save between $8 billion and $10 billion every year by choosing
generics.1

We recommend taking a proactive approach to reducing your own healthcare costs.
Learn as much as you can about generics; you’ll find a lot of useful information at
the Caremark Web site: www.caremark.com/countongenerics. Ask your doctor to
prescribe a generic medicine or allow substitutions at the pharmacy. If no generic
equivalent exists for a prescription you are taking, consider asking your doctor if
there is a generic alternative** medicine available to treat your condition. It’s up to
YOU to insist upon lower-cost generic medicines. The more you know about generic
medicines, the better prepared you will be to make sound healthcare choices.

1. www.fda.gov

*The amount of your savings will be based on your benefit plan. Source: Generic Pharmaceutical Association’s
Web site: www.gphaonline.org.

**A “generic alternative” is a therapeutic alternative utilizing a generic drug to treat the same condition.

©2007 Caremark. All rights reserved.

83-11297d



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


