
Local Government Code §118.018 - Marriage License 
 
• (a) The fee for "Marriage License" under Section 118.011 is for issuing a 

marriage license. The fee must be paid at the time the license is issued, except as 
provided by Subsection (b-1). (b) The fee includes every service relating to 
issuance of the license, including preparing the application, filing health 
certificates, administering oaths, filing waivers and orders of the county judge, 
and issuing and recording all papers including the return of the license.  

•  (b-1) The county clerk shall issue a marriage license without collecting a 
marriage license fee from an applicant who: (1) completes a premarital education 
course described by Section 2.013, Family Code; and (2) provides to the county 
clerk a premarital education course completion certificate indicating completion 
of the premarital education course not more than one year before the date the 
marriage license application is filed with the clerk.  

•  (c) Repealed by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 327, § 6, eff. September 1, 2008. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1999, 
76th Leg., ch. 185, § 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1999; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 209, § 75(a), 
eff. Jan. 1, 2004. Amended by: Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 327, § 4, eff. 
September 1, 2008. Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 327, § 6, eff. September 1, 
2008.  

 
Local Government Code §118.011 – Fee Schedule 

 
• A county clerk shall collect the following fees for services rendered to any 

person: (1) Personal Property Records Filing (§ 118.012): for the first page $ 5.00 
for each additional page or part of a page on which there are visible marks of any 
kind $ 4.00 (2) Real Property Records Filing (§ 118.013): for the first page $ 5.00 
for each additional page or part of a page on which there are visible marks of any 
kind $ 4.00 for all or part of each 8-1/2" X 14" attachment or rider $ 4.00 for each 
name in excess of five names that has to be indexed in all records in which the 
document must be indexed$ 0.25 (3) Certified Papers (§ 118.014): for the clerk's 
certificate $ 5.00 plus a fee for each page or part of a page $ 1.00 (4) Noncertified 
Papers (§ 118.0145): for each page or part of a page $ 1.00 (5) Birth or Death 
Certificate (§ 118.015) same as state registrar (6) Bond Approval (§ 118.016) $ 
3.00 (7) Marriage License (§ 118.018) $60.00 (8) Declaration of Informal 
Marriage (§ 118.019) $25.00 (9) Brand Registration (§ 118.020) $ 5.00 (10) Oath 
Administration (§ 118.021) $ 1.00  
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Local Government Code §118.022 - Disposition of Marriage License and 
Declaration Fees 

 
•  (a) If the county clerk collects a fee for issuing a marriage license, the county 

clerk shall deposit, as provided by Subchapter B, Chapter 133: (1) $20 of each fee 
collected for issuing a marriage license or $12.50 of each fee for recording a 
declaration of informal marriage to be sent to the comptroller and deposited as 
provided by Subsection (b); and (2) $10 of each fee collected for issuing a 
marriage license to be sent to the comptroller and deposited as provided by 
Subsection (c). (b) The comptroller shall deposit the money received under 
Subsection (a)(1) to the credit of the child abuse and neglect prevention trust fund 
account established under Section 40.105, Human Resources Code. (c) The 
comptroller shall deposit the money received under Subsection (a)(2) to the credit 
of the family trust fund account established under Section 2.014, Family Code. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 2001, 
77th Leg., ch. 957, § 7, eff. Sept. 1, 2001; Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 209, § 76(a), 
eff. Jan. 1, 2004. Amended by: Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 327, § 5, eff. 
September 1, 2008.   

 
Texas Administrative Code §2.204 - 72-Hour Waiting Period; Exceptions 

 
• (a) Except as provided by this section, a marriage ceremony may not take place 

during the 72-hour period immediately following the issuance of the marriage 
license.  

• (b) The 72-hour waiting period after issuance of a marriage license does not apply 
to an applicant who: (1) is a member of the armed forces of the United States and 
on active duty; (2) is not a member of the armed forces of the United States but 
performs work for the United States Department of Defense as a department 
employee or under a contract with the department; (3) obtains a written waiver 
under Subsection (c); or (4) completes a premarital education course described by 
Section 2.013, and who provides to the county clerk a premarital education course 
completion certificate indicating completion of the premarital education course 
not more than one year before the date the marriage license application is filed 
with the clerk. (c) An applicant may request a judge of a court with jurisdiction in 
family law cases, a justice of the supreme court, a judge of the court of criminal 
appeals, a county judge, or a judge of a court of appeals for a written waiver 
permitting the marriage ceremony to take place during the 72-hour period 
immediately following the issuance of the marriage license. If the judge finds that 
there is good cause for the marriage to take place during the period, the judge 
shall sign the waiver. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a judge under 
this section has the authority to sign a waiver under this section. Added by Acts 
1997, 75th Leg., ch. 7, § 1, eff. April 17, 1997. Amended by Acts 1999, 76th 
Leg., ch. 1052, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999. Amended by: Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 
1196, § 1, eff. June 18, 2005. Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 327, § 2, eff. 
September 1, 2008.  
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     Fees that can be collected on marriage licenses 
    

H.B. 2685  Current Fees 
(before 9/1/2008) 

Code reference Statement 
(effective 
9/1/2008) 

$30  LGC 
118.011(a)(7) 

Marriage License $60  

$3.00 to 
Comptroller 

LGC 118.018(c) Family Trust Fund $10 to Comptroller 

$12.50 to 
Comptroller 

LGC 118.022(a) Disposition of 
Marriage License 

$20 to Comptroller 

Total to 
Comptroller 
$15.50 

    Total to 
Comptroller $30 

10% of Total to 
Comptroller 
($1.55) 

LGC 133.058(a) Allows county to 
retain 10% of fee sent 
to Comptroller 

10% of Total to 
Comptroller 
($3.00) 

$13.95 to 
Comptroller after 
retainer fee 

    $27.00 to 
Comptroller after 
retainer fee 

Not to exceed $5 LGC 
118.011(b)(2) 

Records Management 
and Preservation: 
County Clerk may 
collect (clerk decides) 

No change 

Not to exceed $5 LGC 118.011(f) Records Archive: 
County Clerk shall 
collect if 
Commissioners Court 
adopts fee 

No change 

$1 (optional) LGC 291.008(d) Courthouse security 
fee (if $5 security fee 
is in place, clerk must 
charge $1) 

No change 

$1 (optional) HSC 
191.0045(h) 

Vital Statistics 
Preservation Fund 

No change 

Maximum 
counties can 
collect: $42 

    Maximum counties 
can collect: $72 
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Twogether in Texas 
Completion Certificate Verification Process 

 
NOW: 
By Friday, August  15, 2008, please send the following information to 
Gordon.Leeks@hhsc.state.tx.us: 
 

•  First Name 
•  Last Name 
•  County Name 
•  E-mail address 

 
September 1, 2008: 

• Receive a confirmation e-mail from Support@twogether.com along with 
instructions on how to enter twogetherintexas.com website.  
Important Note: The twogetherintexas.com website will NOT be 

operational until September 1, 2008. 
• After going to the twogetherintexas.com website 

• Click on  
 

• Enter the same e-mail address you provided to Gordon Leeks and the 
temporary password you were issued from Support@twogether.com 
You will be immediately prompted to change the temporary password to a 

personal password of your choice with the following guidelines: 
 Must begin with a capital letter  
 Must be minimum of eight (8) characters 
 Maximum length of thirty-two (32) characters 
 One (1) character must be lower case 
 One (1) character must be a number or special character (For 

example: !,@,#,$<%, etc) 
 Consecutive duplicate letters or numbers are not allowed (For 

example: 1122…, aabbcc) 
 
Please retain your personal password in a safe place because 
neither HHSC or your Regional Intermediary (RI) will have a copy 
of it. 
 
Enter the unique certificate number or other available information (groom first 
name, groom last name, bride first name, bride last name, issue date) and press 
the search button.   
 
If the Certificate can not be located, you may either contact the RI directly or you 
may ask the couple contact the RI. 
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Region 1: High Plains 
The Legacy Group 
705 Van Buren 
Amarillo, TX  79101 
Joe Mac Innis, Program Director 
806-372-9700
jmacinnis@legacyatwork.com   
COUNTIES:  Armstrong, Bailey, Briscoe, Carson, Castro, Childress, Cohran, 
Collingsworth, Crobsy, Dallam, Deaf Smith, Dickens, Donley, Floyd, Garza, Gray, Hale, 
Hall, Hansford, Hartley, Hemphill, Hockley, Hutchinson, King, Lamb, Lipscomb, 
Lubbock, Lynn, Moore, Motley, Ochiltree, Oldham, Parmer, Potter, Randalls, Roberts, 
Sherman, Swisher, Terry, Wheeler, Yoakum 
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Region 2: Northwest Texas 
Texas Family Institute, Inc. 
100 Chestnut, Suite 101 
Abilene, TX 79602 
Suzanne Perkins, Project Director 
325-670-0969; Fax:  325-696-2915
suzanne@abilenecounseling.com
COUNTIES:  Archer, Baylor, Brown, Callahan, Clay, Coleman, Comanche, Cottle, 
Eastland, Fisher, Foard, Harderman, Haskell, Jack, Jones, Kent, Knox, Mitchell, 
Montague, Nolan, Runnels, Scurry, Shackelford, Stephens, Stonewall, Taylor, 
Throckmorton, Wilbarger, Wichita, Young 
 
Region 3E:  Metroplex - Dallas  
Alliance for North Texas Healthy Effective Marriages (ANTHEM) 
1402 Corinth Street 
Dallas, TX 75215 
Sarah Arnold, Project Coordinator 
 (214) 231-7093 
Email: sarah.arnold@anthemnorthtexas.org  
COUNTIES:  Collin, Fannin, Dallas, Ellis, Hunt, Kaufman, Navarro, Rockwell 
  
Region 3W: Metroplex-Fort Worth 
The Parenting Center 
1111 W. Abrams, Suite C 
Arlington, TX 76013 
Cindy Stumph, Project Manager 
817-275-7576
cstumph@theparentingcenter.org  
COUNTIES:  Cooke, Denton, Erath, Grayson, Hood, Johnson, Palo Pinto, Parker, 
Tarrant, Somervell, Wise 
 
Region 4: Upper East Texas 
Longview Wellness Center 
1107 E. Marshall Ave. 
Longview, TX 75601 
Jason Greene, Project Director 
903-758-2762  
jgreene@longviewwellness.org
COUNTIES:  Anderson, Bowie, Camp, Cass, Cherokee, Delta, Gregg, Harrison, 
Henderson, Hopkins, Franklin, Lamar, Marion, Morris, Panola, Rains Wood, Red River, 
Rusk, Smith, Titus, Upshur, Van Zandt 
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Region 5: Southeast Texas 
Family Services of Southeast Texas 
990 IH 10 North, Suite 140 
Beaumont, TX 77702 
George Iles, Project Director 
409-833-2668 x116
giles@familyservicessetx.org
COUNTIES:  Angelina, Hardin, Houston, Jasper, Jefferson, Nacogdoches, Newton, 
Orange, Polk, Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, Shelby, Tyler, Trinity 
 
Region 6: Gulf Coast 
Family Services of Greater Houston 
1600 Lake Front Circle, S#218 
The Woodlands, TX  77380 
Maggie Russell, Project Director 
Office 281-292-4155 ext 234, cell 832-434-5533
mrussell@familyservices.org  
COUNTIES:  Austin, Brazoria, Chambers, Colorado, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris, 
Liberty, Matagorda, Montgomery, Waller, Walker, Wharton 
 
Region 7: Central Texas 
Lutheran Social Services 
8305 Cross Park Drive 
Austin, TX 78754 
Patricia Polega, Project Director 
512-454-4611; 800-396-4611
Patricia.polega@lsss.org
COUNTIES:  Bastrop, Bell, Blanco, Bosque, Brazos, Burleson, Burnet, Caldwell, 
Coryell, Hays, Falls, Fayette, Freestone, Grimes, Hamilton, Hill, Lampasas, Lee, Leon, 
Limestone, Llano, Madison, McLellan, Milam, Mills, Robertson, San Saba, Travis, 
Washington, Williamson 
 
Region 8: Upper South Texas 
Family Service Association 
702 San Pedro 
San Antonio, TX 78212 
David Blegen, Director of Agency Services 
210-299-2415
dblegen@family-service.org  
COUNTIES:  Atascosa, Bandera, Bexar, Calhoun, Comal, DeWitt, Dimmit, Edwards, 
Frio, Gillespie, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Jackson, Karnes, Kendall, Kerr, Kinney, 
La Salle, Lavaca, Maverick, Medina, Real, Uvalde, Val Verde, Victoria, Wilson, Zavala 
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Region 9: West Texas 
American Grant Management 
4600 A N.E. Loop 338 
Odessa, TX 79763 
Preston Chancellor, Project Director 
 432-889-3617
preston@amgrant.com  
COUNTIES:  Andrews, Borden, Coke, Concho, Crane, Crockett, Dawson, Ector, Gaines, 
Glasscock, Howard, Irion, Kimble, Loving, Martin, Mason, McCullouch, Menard, 
Midland, Pecos, Reagan, Reeves, Schleicher, Sterling, Sutton, Terrell, Tom Green, 
Upton, Ward, Winkler 
 
Region 10: Upper Rio Grande 
Model Cities - El Paso 
2267 Trawood E-2 
El Paso, TX 79935 
Roger O'Dell, Executive Director  
915-591-0404
rogerthat@aol.com
COUNTIES:  Brewster, Culberson, El Paso, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Presidio 
  
Region 11: Lower South Texas 
Nueces County Community Action Agency 
101 South Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78405 
Alma A. Barrera, Healthy Marriage Manager 
361-883-7201 x-42
abarrera@nccaatx.org
COUNTIES:  Aransas, Bee, Brooks, Cameron, Duval, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells, 
Kenedy, Kleberg, Live Oak, Mc Mullen, Nueces, Refugio, San Patricio, Starr, Webb, 
Willacy, Zapata 
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