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Each County Clerk must maintain a registry of the court to receive 

payments of judgments, bonds, and other funds ordered to be paid by 

the court. The commissioners court in each county will select a 

depository for the registry funds. An account in the selected depository 

in which registry funds are placed is called a "special account." In some 

cases, the Clerk is directed to transfer funds from the special account 

into a separate interest-bearing account called a "separate account.“

The Clerk acts only in a custodial capacity in relation to a registry fund. A Clerk 

is not a trustee for the beneficial owner and does not assume the duties, 

obligations, or liabilities of a trustee for a beneficial owner. (LGC 117.0521)

• Custodian:  One that has charge of something; a caretaker.

• Trustee:  One that holds legal title to property in order to administer it
for a beneficiary.



LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE: CHAPTER 117 
DEPOSITORIES FOR CERTAIN TRUST FUNDS AND COURT 
REGISTRY FUNDS



TYPES OF FUNDS DEPOSITED INTO THE REGISTRY 
OF THE COURT ARE FROM THE FOLLOWING 
SOURCES:
• Funds of minors or incapacitated persons

• Funds tendered in an interpleader action (a suit pleaded
between two parties to determine a matter of claim or right
to property held by a third party.)

• Funds paid in satisfaction of a judgment

• Child support funds held more than three days

• Cash bonds

• Cash bail bonds

• Funds in an eminent domain proceeding

• Any other funds tendered to the Clerk for deposit into the
registry of court (i.e. guardianship deposit)



In addition to money, the Registry of the 
Court may hold any tangible item.  For 
example, jewelry, documents, books, coin 
collections, family heirlooms, anything of 
value capable of being delivered to the 
clerk. Civil Practices and Remedies Code, 
Section 7.002 stipulates Inventory, Affidavit 
and Receipts are required for tangible items. 

What’s 

it 

Worth?



INTEREST OR NO INTEREST
• In some cases, the Clerk is directed to transfer funds from the special

account into a separate interest-bearing account called a "separate
account.“

• If a special or separate account earns interest, the Clerk, at the time of
withdrawal, distributes the original amount deposited into the registry
according to the direction of the court. Any interest credited to the
account should be distributed according to the following calculation:

• 10% of the interest must be paid to the general fund of the county to compensate the
county for the accounting and administrative expenses of maintaining the account.

• 90% of the interest must be credited to the special or separate account. Sec.
117.054(a) Sec. 117.054(b)

• To compensate the county for the accounting and administrative
expenses incurred in handling the registry funds that have not earned
interest, including funds in a separate or special account, the Clerk will,
at the time of withdrawal, deduct from the amount of the withdrawal a
fee in an amount equal to 5% of the withdrawal, not to exceed $50.00. A
fee collected under this section must be deposited in the general fund of
the county. Withdrawal of funds generated from a case arising under the
Family Code is exempt from the fee deduction.



1099 – INT 
If any funds deposited into the court registry are placed into an interest-bearing account, any 
person with a taxable interest in the funds must submit appropriate tax forms and provide 
correct information to the Clerk so that the interest earned on such funds can be reported to the 
Internal Revenue Service. The information and forms provided to the Clerk are not subject to 
public disclosure except to the extent necessary to comply with federal tax law requirements. 
(Our Auditor sends at year end to all that have received funds with interest gained.)



Unless otherwise provided for by 
statute or rule, EVERY withdrawal 
from registry funds, including 
refunds of cash bail bond are made 
by the county clerk upon written 
order of the court. Registry funds 
are held by the clerk by court order 
and can be disbursed at anytime as 
directed by the court.



BELL COUNTY:

STEPS FOR 
WITHDRAWAL OF
FUNDS FROM THE
REGISTRY 



WITHDRAWING FUNDS: 

• When withdrawing funds, the County Clerk’s office requires the
following information:

• A court order signed by the judge. The court order shall have the
following information:

• Amount of withdrawal

• Amount of interest to withdrawal (if any)

• Name of person who will receive funds

• If applicable, how funds shall be received (i.e. mail, wire transfer, etc.)

• Valid Photo Identification

• Birth Certificate

• Social Security Card

LGC 117.053, 117.054 and 117.055



‘SHOW ME THE MONEY!’

Sec. 117.054. COUNTY EXPENSES PAID FROM INTEREST. (a) If a special or separate account earns interest, the

clerk, at the time of withdrawal, shall pay in a manner directed by a court with proper jurisdiction the original

amount deposited into the registry of the court and any interest credited to the account in the manner 

calculated in Subsection (b).

Sec. 117.055.  COUNTY EXPENSES PAID FROM FEES.  (a)  To compensate the county for the accounting and 

administrative expenses incurred in handling the registry funds that have not earned interest, including funds 

in a special or separate account, the clerk shall, at the time of withdrawal, deduct from the amount of the 

withdrawal a fee in an amount equal to five percent of the withdrawal but that may not exceed $50. 

Withdrawal of funds generated from a case arising under the Family Code is exempt from the fee deduction 

provided by this section. (b)  A fee collected under this section shall be deposited in the general fund of the 

county.



SUBCHAPTER 
D. LIABILITIES
AND PENALTIES
LGC 117.081

(a)A county clerk or a district clerk is not
responsible for a loss of registry funds
resulting from the failure or negligence of
a depository.

(b) This section does not release a county
clerk or a district clerk from:

(1) liability for a loss of registry
funds resulting from the clerk's official 
misconduct, negligence, or 
misappropriation of the funds;  or

(2) responsibility for keeping the
registry funds safe until the clerk deposits 
them in a depository selected under 
Subchapter B.

(c) After a county clerk or a district clerk
deposits in a depository selected under
Subchapter B the registry funds held by the
clerk, the clerk is relieved of the
responsibility for keeping the funds secure.



INVESTING REGISTRY FUNDS: 
• Sec. 117.053. WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDS. (c)  The clerk shall transfer any registry

funds into a separate account when directed to by a written order of a court of
proper jurisdiction or when the clerk is required to under Chapter 1355, Estates
Code.  The clerk shall transfer the funds into a separate account in:

(1) interest-bearing deposits in a financial institution doing business in this state that is
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation;

(2) United States treasury bills;

(3) an eligible interlocal investment pool that meets the requirements of Sections 2256.016,
2256.017, and 2256.019, Government Code; or

(4) a no-load money market mutual fund, if the fund:

• (A)  is regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commission;

• (B)  has a dollar weighted average stated maturity of 90 days or fewer; and

• (C)  includes in its investment objectives the maintenance of a stable net asset value of $1



ATTORNEY
GENERAL
OPINIONS

Registry of the Court

KP-0174:  County authority related to a court’s registry account:  
A county treasurer does not have administrative authority over 
a court’s registry account.  A county commissioners court has only 
the authority necessary to perform its duties to select, designate 
and contract with a depository bank for court registry accounts 
and to require adequate security for its accounts.  (11/13/2017)

GA-0436:  Whether a county or district clerk is required to 
charge an administrative fee for the return of funds deposited as 
a cash bail bond (reconsideration of AG Opinion JC-0163):  A 
county or district clerk, pursuant to section 117.055 of the LGC, is 
required to charge an administrative fee for the return of funds 
deposited with the clerk as a cash bail bond. AG opinion JC-0163 is 
affirmed. (06/08/2006)

JC – 0163:  LGC 117.055 authorizes a county of district clerk to 
withhold an administrative fee from the return of funds 
deposited with the clerk as a cash bail bond pursuant to Article 
17.02 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. (12/29/1999)

H-360: Liability of a district clerk for disappearance of trust
funds: The duty of the District Clerk to account for child support
money paid into the Registry of the Court is absolute, and the
Clerk is liable for its mysterious disappearance prior to its deposit
in the official depository therefor. (07/30/1974)


