
Dear Election Officials: 

We’ve received a number of questions related to the Governor’s proclamation and Advisory 2020-12 
(see email below).    We appreciate the questions and would like to provide a few clarifications.  

 1. This is NOT a permanent move.   The Governor’s proclamation has the effect of postponing an 
election, but it is not a permanent move.  The result is that your current office holders will be holdovers 
until the next election occurs. Your newly elected office holders in November will have a shorter term.  
Their next election will return back to the May date.  

2. Elections that have been properly cancelled:  If your entity cancelled their May 2, 2020 election, 
your new officers will still be able to take office after the May 2, 2020 election date.  If you cancelled 
part of your election, you will still let the candidates that were declared elected be sworn in and the 
remainder of your election will occur in November if you choose to postpone your May election.  For 
those officers that took the oath of office after the May 2, 2020 date, you would not have to place their 
names in the “unopposed candidates declared elected” box on your ballot in November as these 
candidates will have already taken office.  

3. Multi-County Territories:  If your entity is in more than one county, you will be required to use 
each county’s polling places for the November 2020 election.  You will also be required to share at least 
one early voting location in accordance with Section 85.010 of the Texas Election Code.    

4. Countywide Polling Places (Vote Centers):  If your county utilizes countywide polling places for 
November 2020, then you will be required to use all polling locations within each county that contains 
territory for your entity.   

5. Contracting Issues:   If a contract hasn’t been executed between the county elections officer and 
the local political subdivision, the county does NOT have an obligation to contract in May 2020.  If a 
contract has been executed, then both parties would need to consult with their attorney regarding 
options for modifying the terms of the contract.  Additionally, when you contract with your county in 
November, this allows you to use a joint ballot, shared election workers, and shared voting system 
equipment.  Political subdivisions will most likely not be required to obtain their own separate voting 
system equipment or epollbooks. 

Thank you all for the very thoughtful questions.   We appreciate your patience in allowing us time to work 
through some of your questions.   Please let us know if there’s anything else you need from us.  

  
Thank you,  

  
Christina Worrell Adkins 

Legal Director – Elections Division 
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