
Five Ways to Lower Texans’ Property Taxes 
 
Since the State Legislature convened in early January, Texans have heard a lot about property tax 
“reform” and curbing the growth of “skyrocketing” property taxes. What you don’t hear about as much 
in Austin is how to actually lower property tax bills.  
 
As elected county officials, we represent local government closest to the people. We hear every day 
from constituents—at churches, community meetings, and grocery stores—about property taxes. 
Texans want solutions.  
 
County officials want to lower property owners’ tax bills. Here are five surefire ways for the Texas 
Legislature to lower property taxes: 
 

1. The State should pay an equal share of total school funding and compress the tax rate. There 
will be no real and meaningful property tax reduction without the state paying an equal share of 
public education. The state’s share of school funding continues to decline from 45.6 percent 
state and 54.4 percent local in 2000 to 36 percent state and 64 percent local last year. The 
increase in local share is reflected on the property taxpayer’s bill. The state should work to 
allocate more funding to public education and compress the tax rate to lessen the property tax 
burden.  

2. Diversify county revenue sources. Counties serve as the administrative arm of the state and are 
only authorized to collect revenue from sources the state designates. The primary source of 
county revenue is property taxes, but the state could make other local options available, such as 
a local option sales and use tax. If the legislature allows counties to raise funds from other 
sources, the property tax burden can be lowered.  

3. Constitutional unfunded mandate protection. Every legislative session, state lawmakers pass 
bills that cause local property taxes to increase. If legislation passes that mandates a county do 
something, collect something, or pay for something, and the state doesn’t allocate a way to pay 
for it, property taxpayers bills increase. There are dozens of unfunded mandates local property 
taxes pay for.  

4. Restructure court fees and fines to stop diverting revenue from the county to the state. Court 
fees and fines are supposed to pay for the county court system. They don’t even come close. 
Although counties collect court fees and fines, a significant portion is diverted to the state. If the 
state restructures court fees and fines, so that money generated in a county stays in the county, 
property tax bills will be lower. 

5. Have the state pay for property tax exemptions. Property tax exemptions are a favorite 
legislative pastime. Many of these exemptions are for good purposes, like the homestead 
exemption for disabled veterans. Others are not. When a portion of someone else’s property is 
exempted, it shifts the tax burden to your property. Exemptions, when used properly, benefit 
communities. But when the state passes exemptions, the state should pay for them. 

 
If the state implements these five common-sense solutions, counties can lower property tax bills. Many 
of the current proposals before the Texas Legislature claim to provide “reform,” but will not result in 
lower property tax bills. That’s bad for Texans and bad for Texas. 
 
As elected county officials, we hope the Texas Legislature will seriously consider these proposals and 
lower property tax bills. Voters shouldn’t let state lawmakers off the hook by only curbing growth, make 
them cut taxes. 


